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of this work. It was found in a vineyard out of
the Porta Portese, and purchased by Clement
the Fourteenth.
We now come to the Apollo Belvedere, this
celebrated statue which has been admired for
upwards of three centuries in this Museum, and
by the consent of all the best judges considered to
be the finest and most sublime of all the Greek
productions of ideal art which has come down to
our age. The God is here represented as having
discharged his arrow either at the Python Serpent,
or sending his darts into the camp of the Greeks, as
described by Homer, or'it may be against the
impious Giants. The swelling of the nostrils, and
the disdain on the lip is so delicately touched that
the beauty of his divine countenance is undisturbed.
What judgment this required, and what a specimen
we have here of Greek refinement! No description
in prose or poetry can impress the mind with
an image of sublimity and beauty as much as this
statue does. His form is refined to the highest
degree of beauty, even celestial beauty. The artist
who is not capable of feeling the perfection of this
wonderful statue ought not to be employed in
painting or sculpturing the archangel Michael
The Apollo was found at Antium, about 24 miles
distant from Rome, a city celebrated in Roman
History from the Palace of the Caesars, which was
decorated with some of the noblest works of